
What’s the best way to enter politics?
Although there is no “best” way to break into politics, Grassroots 
Initiative encourages individuals to consider running for a seat in 
their political party’s County Committee, in addition to seeking out 
neighborhood leadership opportunities like Community Boards, 
Neighborhood Advisory Boards and Community Action Boards. 
County Committee and District Leader positions provide a 
convenient “stepping stone” for public offices.

What is a political party committee?
Political parties are broken up into “committees” (groups of party 
representatives) who make decisions at the national, state and 
local level. Committees select candidates, adopt platforms, fill 
certain vacancies in elected offices, organize campaigns and, 
when successful, provide a source of government appointees.  

At the lowest level, District Leaders and County Committee 
members have few formal responsibilities but can serve as 
neighborhood and block “captains” to turn out the vote on Election 
Day and also utilize the position as a platform for demonstrating 
their leadership and cultivating a base of active voters.
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How do I run for office?
County Committee members and District Leaders are elected 
every two years during their party's primary elections. In New 
York, these elections are typically held on the second Tuesday in 
September. Any registered party member may get their name on 
the ballot by gathering signatures with a standardized petition 
form during the designated time period (generally June to mid-
July in New York). If, as often happens, there is no competition 
for the County Committee position, the candidate is autom ati-
cally elected.

How many signatures do I need to collect to get on the ballot?
For County Committee, you will need to have your petition 
signed by 5% of the enrolled party members in the election 
district (on average, about 20 signatures).  The signature 
requirement for District Leader is typically 500 signatures.

What do I do to get started?
For free technical assistance and a candidate packet, contact 
Grassroots Initiative at info@gograssroots.org or by phone at  
(212) 400-0531 .  For more information, you can also visit 
www.gograssroots.org .

Why should I run for a County Committee seat?
Grassroots Initiative encourages all individuals who are 
considering running for a higher office, such as City Council or 
State Assembly, to first run for County Committee as a way to 
familiarize themselves with the process of gathering petitions 
and getting their name on the ballot. Most first-time candidates 
for public offices are tossed off the ballot due to technical 
challenges; running for County Committee enables you to 
master this process and hone your voter outreach skills.

Even if you are not considering a higher office, ru nning for 
County Committee with a group of other neighborhood 
residents provides an opportunity to build a voting bloc that can 
influence future elections in your neighborhood – in particular, 
District Leader, State Assembly and City Council.

If elected, what am I committing to?
Immediately following their election, County Commit tee members 
attend an initial organizing meeting where a County 
Chairperson and other executive officers are selected. From 
that point, there are no explicit time commitments or 
expectations for County Committee members; you define your 
role as you see best. 


